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GOD'S WATCHERS 
In the ancient world watchmen were 
extremely important people. They kept 
communities safe, and were there to alert 
them to any impending danger or attack. 
Before locks, alarms, and security systems, 
watchmen were the protectors, the safety 
measure. So when the Lord charges Ezekiel 
as a watchman today, it is a weighty charge. 
So weighty, we learn, that if Ezekiel fails to 
sound the alarm for those around him and 
they perish in a state of wickedness, Ezekiel 
will be held responsible! This profound 
connection between God's will on earth 
and in heaven is repeated in today's Gospel, 
where Jesus instructs us that we are to be 
the security force, the watchers placed on 
alert that nowhere in the Body of Christ, 
the church, will there be any two members 
of the one Body who are not reconciled. 
Scripture tells us that Jesus reconciled all 
things in heaven and on earth through the 
blood of his cross. But we are given the 
mission to continue that reconciliation on 
earth as in heaven through our ceaseless 
efforts to be, as Paul would write, 
ambassadors of reconciliation. Let us not 
get too comfortable thinking that we are 
responsible only for keeping our own lives 
from the path of wickedness and 
disagreement. We are also held accountable 
for the lives of the members of Christ's 
body around us.
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COLLECTION AMOUNT

Offertory  $5,264.63

Building Fund $466.00

Catholic University $261.00

The second collection this 
weekend at St. Philip will be 
for Catholic University of 
American.  See page 5 for 
more information on 
upcoming collections.

COLLECTION  

Offertory $4,038.00

 Building Fund $1,074.00

  

ST.  JAMES ST. PHILIP

Cluster Office Update                          Fr. Matthew McCaughey 

To meet early deadlines, I’m writing this article on Thursday, August 31. Many of us had Katrina flashbacks 
watching all the flood footage in Harvey’s wake. I can’t imagine what it’s like to lose everything, particularly for 
the thousands who endured Hurricane Katrina and then Hurricane Harvey. Compared to these events, my 
current article seems like a hill of beans. Still, I wanted to update you on what’s going on here.

A parishioner asked me after daily Mass, “Have you decided yet, Father?” The question was about the location of 
the main cluster office. Because other parishioners are wondering about this decision, I thought I would give an 
update on the decision process. 

So, why is this taking so long? Simply put, I’m meeting with a lot of different people to make an informed 
decision. I would like to get cost estimates from an architect to turn the current rectories at Our Lady of Peace 
and St Philip into office space. To get those estimates, I’m choosing to do more groundwork, meeting with many 
different people which takes a lot of time. I’ve met with staff at bigger parish offices in the diocese to 
understand what works and what doesn’t in a fully staffed office. I’ve met with others who have had experience 
in building a parish office from the ground up and gotten advice that can be applied to our cluster. Finally, I’ve 
recruited others who have expertise in drafting to put these ideas onto paper. I’m grateful for all the expertise 
and advice I’ve already received.

What about the neutral site? As of right now, I don’t have a neutral site in mind that can be converted into a 
parish office as easily as our current structures. I wanted to get a cost estimate of converting existing parish 
structures into a parish office. My inclination is that this dollar figure will be low enough that either Our Lady of 
Peace or St Philip would have a stronger case to be the main office than a neutral site.

While cost is an important consideration for the decision of the main cluster office, it’s not the only factor. I 
want to remind you that this decision is a puzzle that involves many factors. Parishioners were anxious after we 
had a survey about the location of the office because there was an expectation that the location with the most 
votes would “win.” As I said before, the location will not be determined by popular vote. When I mention that 
I’m looking at the cost estimates, I imagine many parishioners assume that the cheaper option will win. Cost, 
like population, is one factor that goes into this decision. Cost is not the only factor under consideration, so the 
cheaper option may not be the final pick.

Once I have cost estimates, I will bring these before the Cluster Main Office Committee which has 
representatives from all the parishes. I will get their input before making a decision. 

Peace,
Fr. Matthew



♢  EXTRA! EXTRA!  EXTRA! EXTRA! 
                                                     
MONDAY                                                             
Col 1:24 -- 2:3; Ps 62:6-7, 9; Lk 6:6-11

TUESDAY  - The Most Holy Name of Mary                                                
Col 2:6-15; Ps 145:1b-2, 8-11; Lk 6:12-19

WEDNESDAY - St. John Chrysostom                                                          
Col 3:1-11; Ps 145:2-3, 10-13ab; Lk 6:20-26

THURSDAY- The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-38; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 
3:13-17

FRIDAY - The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary                                                            
1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-8, 11;                 
Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35

SATURDAY : St. Peter Claver                                 
1 Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1b-7; Lk 6:43-49

SUNDAY  - Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                        
Sir 27:30 -- 28:9; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; Rom 14:7-9; Mt 
18:21-35Mt 18:15-20
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  THE SANCTUARY LAMP at St. James burns 
this week for Grace Graugnard and for Mildred 
Blanchard at St. Philip. 

FYI: OFFICE HOURS 
St. James 
MON, WED   7:30am – 2pm
TUE, THU 8am –3pm    
FRI 8am - 11am

St. Philip                       
MON – FRI      9:00am –noon
Offices closed on September 4 
for Labor Day.

Sanctuary  candles & flowers                                   
Sanctuary candles and flowers may be offered in 
memory of  loved ones or friends or in honor of a life 
event.  Please call the parish office to place your order  
reserve your candle.

      	 	 	  

     

WHAT’S GOING ON

Sept 9 - St. Peter Claver Mass at 2pm
Sept. 10 - EMHC Refresher Course - OLOP -6:00 - 7:30pm
Sept. 12 - CDA Meeting at St Philip at 5:30pm
Sept. 12 - Baptismal Seminar - St. Philip Church Hall - 7pm
Sept.14 - EMHC Refresher Course - St. Philip - 6:30-8:00pm
Sept. 25 - EMHC Refresher Course - St. James - 6:30-8:00pm

PRAYER LINES
ST. JAMES
Enola Matherne 225.265.3820
Myrna Schexnayder 225.405.1590

ST. PHILIP
Cecile Hymel 225.265.7705

If you know someone who is Catholic and a shut in or 
in one of the local nursing homes, please contact the 
office so we can make sure to keep in touch with 
them.

THE HOLY MASS -WEEKDAYS 

MON 8am  Our Lady Of Peace

TUE 8am  St. Philip            

WED     8am  Our Lady of Peace            

THU      8am  Our Lady of Peace 

              6pm  St. Philip

FRI        8am  St. James

THE HOLY MASS -WEEKENDS 

SAT 4pm      OLOP
6pm      St Philip

SUN 8am St. James
10am     OLOP

           

RECONCILIATION  
SUN 7:15-7:45    St. James  
SAT 3:00 – 3:45pm      OLOP 
SAT 5:30 – 5:50pm St. Philip

If you need to go to Confession outside one 
of these times, please call the office.



DEVOTIONAL LIFE IN OUR PARISHES
TUESDAY: Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help is prayed after the 8am Mass at St. Philip.
THURSDAY: The Scripture Rosary for Peace is prayed at St. Philip at 5:10pm. 
FRIDAY: Recitation of Rosary at 7:30am at St. James.
SATURDAY: Recitation of Rosary for Priests at 8:30am at St. James.
FIRST  THURSDAYS: Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament follow the 6:00pm Mass at St. Philip.
FIRST FRIDAYS: The Litany of the Sacred Heart, Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament follow the 8:00am 
Mass at St. James.

In Memoriam 
Helen Rock Ricard 

died on August 29, 2017
Funeral and burial at St. Philip 

on September 9, 2017
May she rest in peace.

Cluster Job Opening 
Fr Matthew is looking to hire a 
full time Director of 
Administration for the cluster 
parishes of St James, St Philip 
and Our Lady of Peace. Degree 
in business, management or 
finance a plus. People skills, 
computer skills and 
organizational skills a must. 
Pick up a job description from 
any parish office or at 
canecatholics.com. Submit a 
resume to any parish office or  
email 
fr.matthew.mcc@gmail.com.

                                                   
EMHC Refresher 
Classes                         
The dates and locations are as 
follows:  September 10 at Our 
Lady of Peace- 6:00-7:30pm,     
Thursday, September 14 at St. 
Philip, - 6:30-8pm, Sunday, and 
Monday, September 25 at St. James 
at 6:30-8pm.   Classes can be 
attended in any parish.  If you 
would like to be considered for the 
ministry of EMHC, please call your 
parish office to submit your name.

Fatima Rosary 
The next Fatima Rosary will be   on 
Wednesday, September 13 at 7:15am 
at Our Lady of Peace Catholic 
Church.  The closing Mass for our 
6month Fatima celebration will be 
at noon  on Friday, October 13 at 
Our Lady of Peace.

Be a Hero! Give 
Blood! 
In addition to our Hurricane 
Harvey Relief Drive, the three 
parishes in our cluster are also 
sponsoring a blood donor drive 
through United Blood Services of 
Baton Rouge. United Blood 
Services supplies blood throughout 
the deep south and the western 
part of our country, including both 
Louisiana and Texas. Your donation 
may help someone who was injured 
or became ill as a result of 
Hurricane Harvey.
The United Blood Services 
Bloodmobile will be at Our Lady of 
Peace on Tues.,Sept. 19 from 4 to 7 
p.m. When you come by the 
church hall with your donation for
Hurricane Harvey Relief, please 
plan to stop in and make a 
donation.
We know that everyone is busy, so 
we encourage you to make an 
appointment for your donation. A 
donation takes about 40 
minutes.Sign-up forms are available 
this weekend in all three churches. 
Please list your name, phone 
number and time you hope to be 
there. Be sure to bring a personal 
identification card with you when 
you come to donate.

See the enclosed flyer for 
more details on what you can 
do to help Hurricane 
victims.

FAITH FORMATION
St. James  

September 17 & 19                         
Sunday Grades 7-11 at 9:30am Tuesday 

Grades 1-6 at 5:00p.m. 

St. Philip  
Monday, September 18 

Grades 1-6- 5:00 - 6:15 Grades 7-9- 
6:30-8:00pm                     

Classes for all 10th and 11th grade 
students will be held at St. James on 
Sunday mornings from 9:30-11:00am 

beginning on September 17. 

Next Life Night will be on 
September 24. Mark your calendars so 

you don’t miss it. 

Baptismal Seminars  
Beginning on Thursday, September 12, 
all Baptismal Seminars will be held on 
the second Thursday of the month at 
St. Philip Church Hall at 7pm. Please 

call the parish office to register.  
Baptisms at St. Philip and St. James 

will be on an as need basis.  



The Annual Fall 
Fundraising Dinner for the Knights of Columbus 
will be held on Sunday, October 6, 2017 at the 
Association Hall.  Tickets are available from Maggie 
Loup,  Whitney Jasmin, Wayne Waguespack, Susan 
Hotard, Patti Rodrigue and Bob Zeringue
The Catholic Daughters will have their annual sweet 
shop in conjunction with the dinner.  CDA members 
are asked to bring sweets around 9:00 that morning.  
Please support the Knights and the CDA in their 

fundraising efforts.

Upcoming Collections 
This diocesan collection for Hurricane Harvey will be held in our parishes on September 16 and 17.  Checks 
for this collection should be made out to your church and not to the Diocese.  If you want to receive credit 
for this donation, please use a check or put cash in an envelope marked Hurricane Relief and your name.  

The collection for Religious Education will be taken up on that same day.  Please put your envelope for 
Religious Education in the second collection along with your donation for the storm.

KPC Banquet 
Knights of Peter Claver Council 
#135 is having a 60th 
Anniversary Banquet on 
Saturday, September 30, 2017 at 
6:00 p.m. at Rose's Catering 
Hall.  Tickets are $30 per 
person.  If you are interested in 
purchasing a ticket or need 
further information please 
contact Robert Ferchaud or 
Adrianne Octave.

Votive Candles at 
St. Philip             
Please do not go behind the 
sanctuary to get cases of 
candles.  We cannot keep track 
of the candles and as a result
have many empty boxes that we 
thought had candles in them.  
Please call the office if you 
would like to purchase candles.  
If you have empty jars at home, 
please return them. We are 
given credit for all returns.  This 
is what keeps the cost down.


